law and regulation pursuant to law.11 The rationale of that
Circular would appear to apply equally to grant programs.

The President's Committee on Employment of the Handi-
capped and the four design standard-setting agencies had
representatives at the Council's March 13 meeting to dis-
cuss this issue. As a result, the Council agreed to defer
further action on the basis of the Board's commitment to
publish a proposed rule by July 1980 and a final rule by
December 1980. It was agreed that the proposed rule would
identify all modifications in the new ANSI Standard which
the Board believed were necessary* It was further agreed
that the Federal agencies which have no functional construc-
tion standard (e.g., the 504 grant agencies) should adopt
the Board's proposed rulemaking as an interim standard
while those having a fully developed standard would have
the option to adopt either the Board's proposed rule as an
interim standard or adhere to their present standards,

Agenda for closure. It is the Council's continuing
belief that (1) all Federal agencies should adhere to
the same accessibility standard where feasible, and (2)
that whatever standard is ultimately adopted by the Fed-
eral agencies should have broad public and industry sup-
port. It remains to be tested whether the Board's final
rule will be the appropriate standard for meeting these
two criteria. The Council will receive progess reports
from the Board's staff during the rulemaking process.
Further, Federal agencies will be encouraged by the Coun-
cil to participate in this process so that the final rule
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